LEA DER

strategy for which he, more than any one, was responsible.
They had reached a stage, he pointed out, at which
merely propagandist and experimental candidatures were
no longer necessary.
As for Leicester,

The situation in Leicester is still that neither the Liberal
nor the Labour Party can get both the seats, but that each
of them can get one. To do this there is no alliance, no
agreement and no understanding. . . . "But," it is said,
"that means that we owe our seat to the Liberal Party."
We do nothing of the kind. . . . The fact is that owing to
our strength in localities and in the whole country, the
political circumstances of Liberalism are such that it must
stand aside, whether it likes it or not, and allow us to hold a
certain number of seats. ... So far as I am concerned I
have no fears for the result in Leicester if the Liberal
Association were to run two candidates; I should still
remain one of the Members for Leicester. . . . The Labour
Party in Leicester is therefore as independent of the Liberal
Party and as free of alliance with it as it is in any town in
the country, and the considerations with which I am dealing
... I can state as an undeniable fact, had no more influence
upon the conclusions to which my colleagues and myself
came that we should not fight at Leicester, than that the
election did not take place in a full moon or that it was held
in the month of June.

He went on to defend himself against the wider implica-
tions behind the attacks of his critics. The Party, he
maintained, was in no sense subservient to the Liberals;
indeed " the colour of the Government, so far as we are
concerned, is purely accidental." But the Government
had certain measures in hand which only they could
complete, and which must be cleared out of the way
before another Election came, if the work of the last two
years was not to run to waste. Moreover, these were
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